CHAPTER IX

POLITICAL THOUGHT AND THE  CHURCHES

THE previous chapters have led to the view of human
society, divided into national states under no general
direction, as checked in its onward and upward march
by reaching the edge of a chasm, into which they
must force each other unless the chasm is bridged in
time. We have reached the further conclusion that the
task of constructing a bridge whereby this danger-
ous chasm can be passed must from the nature of
the problem rest with those national states which
have reached a higher stage of political develop-
ment than the rest, those which have best succeeded
in applying the principle of the commonwealth to
their own institutions. If so, the responsibility for
(i) clear thinking, (2) readiness to act, and (3) decisive
action, which rests on such national commonwealths,
is great beyond measure.

I am trying to use the idea of responsibility in its
strictest sense. Obligation is conditioned by power.
Men are only responsible for doing what they are
able to do. I have, therefore, put the responsibility
for decisive action last. Matters have not reached
that stage when leaders of national commonwealths,
their representative statesmen, are able to act. There
is not in the people they represent that public opinion
which enables them to act. Their primary function
is to express public opinion in action. They can
guide public opinion in detail. But in larger matters
of policy they cannot create public opinion, if only
because the nature of their task denies them the
time and also the detachment required for the
thinking necessary to see what the wider issues are.
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